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A Landmark FTA Editorial

The United Kingdom and India has signed a historic Free Trade
Agreement (FTA) on 24th July, 2025. The FTA was signed in the
presence of Hon’ble Prime Minister Shri Narendra Modi and the U K
Prime Minister Keir Starmer. The agreement has been finalised with
an aim to enhance bilateral trade to $ 120 billion by 2030 effectively
doubling the current trade volume between both the countries.

The deal will eliminate tariffs on approximately 99% of the tariff lines,
covering almost 100% of the trade value. The UK will gain duty-free
access for its 90% tariff lines that will cover 92% of existing
merchandise imports from the country.

The FTA offers duty-free access to the UK's $23 billion market,
giving Indian Micro, Small and Medium Enterprises (MSMEs) a
strong advantage over other countries like Bangladesh, Cambodia,
and Pakistan in labour-intensive sectors such as leather and
footwear, textiles and clothing, gems & jewellery, furniture and sports
goods.

The Council for Leather Exports (CLE), in its statement, has said
that the leather & footwear industry has expressed gratitude and
thanked the Prime Minister and Commerce & Industry Minister for
the duty-free facility provided for export of Leather, Leather Products
& Footwear to UK from India under India-UK Comprehensive
Economic and Trade Agreement  (CETA).

U K is the 3rd largest market for Indian Footwear and Leather
Sector. India’s export of leather, leather products and footwear to U
K has increased from $ 400.77 mn in 2023-2024 to $ 437.94 mn in
2024-2025 registering a growth rate of 9.27 %. U K accounted for
9.07% share in exports from Indian Leather& Footwear sector during
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Shanghai will host the 22nd UITIC
International Technical Footwear
Congress: AI and Sustainability at

the Centre of Innovation

Shanghai is preparing to become the global hub of footwear
innovation. From 31 August to 3 September 2025, the Chinese
metropolis will be the venue for the 22nd UITIC International
Technical Footwear Congress, an unmissable event that promises
to redefine the future of footwear under the crucial theme:
“Competitiveness and Sustainability in the Era of Artificial
Intelligence”.

Jointly organised by UITIC and CLIA (China Leather Industry
Association), in collaboration with Assomac, the congress aims to
explore the profound transformations that Artificial Intelligence and
sustainability are bringing to the industry.

Artificial Intelligence: A Turn in Design and Manufacturing

Artificial Intelligence (AI) is emerging as the driving force behind
innovation in the industry. UITIC President Sergio Dulio points out:
"More than half of the submitted papers are about AI, with mature and
exciting projects. This is a breakthrough." This highlights the
increasing adoption and experimentation of AI, particularly in the
footwear product design phase. Companies are recognising AI as a
strategic lever to rethink design processes, opening up
unprecedented scenarios for creating innovative and competitive
footwear.

Sustainability: From Obligation to Competitive Advantage

Alongside AI, sustainability is emerging as a key pillar. No longer just
a regulatory constraint, but a decisive competitive factor for
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companies that can no longer compete on volume but can
distinguish themselves through process and product innovation.

An Unmissable Opportunity for the Entire Footwear Production
Chain

The 22nd UITIC International Technical Footwear Congress is an
essential event for the entire footwear value chain. From conception
to production, from R&D to distribution, the event offers a unique
opportunity for a fundamental update, constructive discussion and
redesign with a view to the future. As Dulio emphasises, it is a crucial
moment not only for manufacturers of finished shoes, but also for
those who develop and supply the technologies that make them
possible.

The Evolution of UITIC and Future Prospects

The congress is not only a point of arrival, but also a springboard for
the future of UITIC. With the association wondering about its future
evolution, important news can be expected for the next editions.

Don't miss the opportunity to be part of this transformative event.
The 22nd UITIC International Technical Footwear Congress in
Shanghai is the gateway to understanding and anticipating the
profound transformations taking place, exploring how Artificial
Intelligence and Sustainability can become the pillars of future
competitiveness in the world of footwear.

For information: UITIC https://www.uitic.org/

Please visit our website:

www.indianleathermagazine.com
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Mr Mohamed Hashim was closely associated with many 

organisations and trade associations, like, All India Skin & Hide 

Tanners and Merchants Association (AISHTMA), Indian Finished 

Leather Manufacturers & Exporters Association (IFLMEA), Indian 

Shoe Federation (ISF), Chennai Environmental Management 

Company of Tanners (CEMCOT), Indian Leather Industry 

Foundation (ILIFO, Leather Sector Skill Council (LSSC) etc. holding 

key positions. 

The Council for Leather Exports (CLE), recognising his immense 

contribution to the leather and footwear industry, conferred upon him 

with the distinguished title “Doyen of the Leather Industry” and the 

award was presented to him on 31st January, 2007 in Chennai. He 

was also presented “Life Time Achievement Award” by CLE on 

4th August, 2018 in Chennai. 

His contributions and services for the upliftment of downtrodden 

people in the society, by providing them with health and education 

facilities was laudable. He was the chairman of MMH Medical & 

Charitable Foundation which manages 150 bed Multi Specialty 

Apollo KH Hospital in Melvisharam, and also the chairman of KH 

Educational Foundation, which runs the KH Matriculation & Higher 

Secondary School in his own town Melvisharam. 

With the passing away of the legendary Janab Malack Mohmed 

Hashim Saheb, a huge irreplaceable vacuum has been created in 

the leather industry. 

Indian Leather conveys its heartfelt condolences to all the members 

of the bereaved family, and the staff of K H Group of companies, and 

prays God to give them enough strength to bear this irreparable loss. 

May his soul rest in peace.  
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matrix, situation becomes complex as the diffusion and reaction can
go together depending on the pH, temperature, and ionic
characteristics of both collagen and reacting substances.

There is a chance for physical deposition depending upon the pH
condition that influences the aggregation/precipitation of reacting
substances. The following aspects related to both the substance and
substrate (skin matrix) become relevant. If we understand these
aspects very well, then the conditions may be manipulated in order
to achieve optimum desired results in terms of the distribution of the
substance and their ultimate fixing/bonding onto the fibre matrix.

Substance/chemical/tanning materials/auxiliaries

- Ionic characteristics of the material at different pH conditions
to decide about the affinity

- Solubility characteristics – water solubility/miscibility,
Emulsion/colloidal nature; if so, particle size distribution, pH
effect

- Functional groups for reaction (including possible type of
reaction) with collagen matrix

- Concentration of substance in solution and temperature of
reaction

Skin matrix

- Ionic/charge characteristics as influenced by pH

- Pore size distribution across cross section (including
intermolecular, interfibrillar, micro and macro pores at
different levels of architecture of skin matrix)

- Thickness of the matrix
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Some mistakes committed during leather processing can pose
problems with diffusion of chemicals/tanning agents used in leather
processing. Classic example is commencing pickling before
complete deliming which leads to formation of calcium sulfate in the
interstices which can act as a barrier for diffusion of even small entity
like H+ ion inside, thus getting uniform pickle pH across cross section
becomes difficult, especially with thick and compact substrates.
Similarly in vegetable tanning, case hardening can occur if the
tanning is commenced without deliming or in highly acidic conditions.

Aspects related to reacting substances/chemicals/auxiliaries
used in leather processing

Chemicals used in leather processing (tanning industry) may be
broadly categorised into bulk chemicals, tanning materials,
performance chemicals and chemicals used for enhancing the
aesthetic value to the leathers. Bulk chemicals are chemically well
defined basic chemicals such as lime, sodium sulfide, soda ash,
ammonium chloride/sulfate, common salt, formic acid, sulfuric acid,
sodium formate/bicarbonate and ammonia. Many of these chemicals
are mostly used in pretanning stage of leather making.

Tanning materials are used for imparting permanent preservation of
hides/skins against bacterial degradation, the actual conversion of
skin into leather. Basic chromium sulfate tanning salt (popularly
known as chrome tanning agent/salt), vegetable tanning materials
from plant kingdom, aldehydes and their derivatives, phosphonium
tanning chemicals etc.,  out of which, chrome and vegetable tanning
materials are the most important.

Performance chemicals include post tanning/wet finishing chemicals
such as fatliquors, retanning syntan etc., which are used for
enhancing the performance of leather during usage. Many
chemicals/ auxiliaries used in finishing are aesthetics improving
chemicals. Unlike, the bulk chemicals, many substances/auxiliaries
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barges inside due to this pressure to achieve the same, and in the
process, swelling/plumping results.

This phenomenon, which is called osmotic swelling, is profitably
exploited in liming operation to achieve fibre opening. On the
contrary, acid swelling that happens due to addition of acid in
pickling is not desirable, and hence has to be prevented by addition
of NaCl in high concentration (2N solution for a pH of 2.5-3.0) to
prevent swelling.

In liming, fibre opening is the primary objective which is achieved by
osmotic swelling by the addition of alkali like lime (pH of ~13 in the
pelt) whereas in the case of pickling, the main objective is to get to a
pH of ~3.0 so that chrome tanning can be smoothly carried out but
the undesired swelling that would have otherwise occurred due to
acid addition is prevented by use of common salt in pickling.

The role of sulfide used in liming is to break the disulfide linkage
stabilizing keratin molecule to achieve dehairing of hides and skins. It
breaks the disulfide linkage through reductive process. Though,
sulfide is a well defined chemical entity, concentration in solution
decides about the rate of reaction and hence high concentration of
sulfide is used in both hair burning (drum/paddle method) and in hair
saving methods (paste/paint) to effect dehairing in shorter duration.

Liming is an important operation wherein, apart from the removal of
hair and flesh, the desired extent of fibre opening is achieved
depending on the final end use of the leathers. It is not an
exaggeration to say ‘Leather is made or marred in lime yard’. But to
achieve this, a ‘brute’ force is applied by going to a pH of ~13 after
which, the pH has to be brought down to a suitable level for
performing tanning (initially by deliming and pickling subsequently).

As explained in the previous column, the chrome tanning involves
the complexation of Cr(III) with charged carboxyl groups of aspartic
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diffuse into interfibrillar level but with self aggregated vegetable
tannins, they can enter only through macropores(>3 microns).

Aldehydes bring about tanning through covalent crosslinks by
reacting with discharged side chain amino groups and hence higher
pH (above average pKa of basic amino acid sidechains) favorable for
fixing.  The tanning has to be started at pH well below pKa to ensure
diffusion and uniform distribution before the pH is raised to make
discharged amino groups available in large number to complete
tanning.

In the case of small sized formaldehyde, diffusion into intermolecular
spaces for reaction/crosslinking is possible. In the case of
dialdehydes like gluteraldehyde, the reaction can be very rapid at pH
above 8.0 resulting in surface fixation with shrunken grain effect.
With gluteraldehyde interfibrillar level cross linking is possible as in
the case of chrome tanning.

The retanning syntans, especially the replacement type behaves in
similar fashion to vegetable tannins (condensed type) in terms of
both diffusion and fixation. But the syntans are mostly used in
retanning of chrome tanned leathers (wet blue leathers lack fullness
because of empty nature of chrome tanning system) to improve
fullness, the highly cationic nature of wet blue leathers needs to be
taken into account while designing retanning process.

The cationic characteristics of the wet blue leathers have to be
initially regulated by carrying out neutralization to the desirable pH
condition in order to distribute the syntans across cross section prior
to fixing during which the aggregation of syntan molecules occurs
with improvement of fullness of leathers. Compared to this, the resin
type of syntans are used for preferential filling of looser areas like
bellies and shanks and their self aggregation behaviour at different
pH conditions is critical for achieving the preferential filling with this
type of syntans.
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In the case of dyes, fixation takes place through electrostatic
interaction and in addition, the aggregation leads to depth build up.
Further depth build up to get bright intense shades is often achieved
by multistage dyeing (sandwich) by right choice of dyes to be used in
different stages based on their penetration and exhaustion
characteristics on the chosen substrate. A detailed discussion on the
post tanning chemicals/auxiliaries will be dealt with later.

For any feedback, mail to babunkc@yahoo.com

BOOKS FOR LEATHER
Now available

1. Five Decades of Leather - S. Sankaran
2. Vegetable Tanning Materials of India - Dr. V Sundar Rao

ILTA Publications
3. An Introduction to the Principles of Leather

Manufacture - S.S. Dutta
4. Analytical Chemical of Leather Manufacture

(For Beginners) - P.K. Sarkar
5. Treatise of Fatliquors and Fatliquoring of Leather

- Dr. Samir Dasgupta
6. Synthetic Tanning Agents - Dr. Samir Dasgupta
For copies contact:

INDIAN LEATHER
Phone : 91-44-28343685  |  Mobile: 94444 12685

Email : indianleather@yahoo.com,
Web : indianleathermagazine.com
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This webinar introduces SGS SMART Cares, a next-generation
digital platform developed to streamline chemical data management.
Presenters Daniel Zhao and Brenda Chiu will demonstrate how the
platform enables users to:

 Build a comprehensive chemical database with supplier,
inventory and usage records

 Screen chemical substances for restricted or hazardous content

 Develop substitution strategies and generate ZDHC
Performance InCheck reports

 Facilitate collaboration between suppliers and brands

SGS is committed to providing one-stop chemical data validation and
management services, delivering a more transparent and
sustainable model for the textile and footwear supply chain. SGS
SMART Cares is a key part of this mission, empowering safer
working environments, simplified compliance and accelerated access
to global markets.

For further information, please contact:

Email: jackie@sugarloafmarketing.com
http://www.sugarloafmarketing.com

Digest of Leather News
59th Year of Publication

Annual Subscription: Rs.500/-
www.indianleathermagazine.com
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ECHA launches revamped
Classification and Labelling

Inventory

ECHA’s redesigned Classification and Labelling (C&L) Inventory is
now available in the Agency’s new chemicals database, ECHA
CHEM.

The C&L Inventory includes information on more than 4 400 EU-level
harmonised classifications and seven million classifications notified
or included in REACH registrations. Altogether, the inventory
includes data on around 350 000 substances.

The integration of classification and labelling information into ECHA
CHEM follows the initial launch of the database in January 2024,
which featured information on over 100 000 REACH registrations
submitted by companies. The new inventory is designed to help
users easily locate the classification with the highest agreement and
to bring clarity on the source behind the classification information. It
incorporates recent regulatory developments, such as the new CLP
hazard classes and is built with stability and growth in mind.

In this first version, the classification information is accessible in a
visual format per substance with complementary approaches, such
as application programming interfaces (APIs), being explored in
future releases.

Mercedes Viñas, Director of Submissions and Interaction, said:

“This is an important milestone in further developing a
comprehensive database for all chemical data gathered by ECHA.
The redesigned C&L Inventory comes with an enhanced user
interface and simplifies access to classification information for
users.”

Mike Rasenberg, Director of Hazard Assessment, added:

“Hazard classifications are the cornerstone of regulatory risk
management of chemicals. The redesigned C&L inventory improves
the clarity on the current and upcoming mandatory classifications
harmonised at the EU level, helping companies to prepare and
implement the required safety measures.”
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Scientific Insights from Gustavo Defeo, CEO of Ars Tinctoria
CTC

 Carbon-14 (C14) isotopic analysis demonstrated that leather-
particularly vegetable-tanned leather-contains a bio-based
content exceeding 95%, highlighting its predominantly natural
origin. In contrast, many so-called “vegan” alternatives were
shown to contain high proportions of petroleum-derived
components, underscoring their synthetic composition and
limited biodegradability.

Leather offers multiple end-of-life treatment scenarios,
including:

 The transformation of leather waste into fertilizers and
biostimulants, which can generate a net-positive carbon
impact,

 Energy recovery, which offers a carbon-balanced disposal
method,

 And the production of biochar, which enables carbon
sequestration in soil systems-contributing to long-term climate
change mitigation strategies.

Scientific Insights from Karl Flowers, Managing Director of
Authenticae

 Leather, composed predominantly of bio-based carbon (as
confirmed by C14 analysis), demonstrates superior
biodegradability compared to petroleum-based synthetic
materials, which often release microplastics and show minimal
degradation. Vegetable-tanned leather, particularly when
finished with protein-based agents such as casein or collagen,
can achieve disintegration rates exceeding 60–80% over 90 to
180 days under ISO-standardised conditions. In contrast, many
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Primeasia Launches 2024
Sustainability Report

Primeasia has recently launched its 2024 Sustainability Report. This
report highlights the progress the company made in 2024.

This report also represents the first year of our Consciously Crafted
sustainability strategy. This holistic strategy was unveiled in 2024
and sets targets across 4 key pillars: Operational Excellence,
Circularity, Climate Action, and Social Impact.

Some of the key achievements mentioned in 2024 include:

1. Taking steps to increase our Renewable Energy usage at
our tanneries, through starting rooftop solar installation in
Vietnam, with the goal of completing the project in 2025 and
entering into a power purchase agreement to buy wind and solar
energy in China.

2. Further embedding management systems to monitor our
performance under the Operational Excellence pillar, helping
ensure we maintain our best-in-class standards and continuously
improve. We have improved our internal traceability systems to
further automate the process, as well as implemented a
proactive audit lifecycle to manage compliance for key industry
audits.

3. Laying the groundwork for implementing our commitments
to Living Wages and Worker Wellbeing, a crucial step toward
enhancing the social impact of our operations and across our
global supply chain. This has included moving towards more
transparent wage data disclosures and mapping our current
working wellbeing programs within our tanneries.

Jon Clark, CEO commends “this progress is a testament to the
dedication of our global team, the trust of our customers, and the
strength of the partnerships we’ve built with our suppliers.”
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"In a year of great uncertainty like this, the fact that Portuguese
companies are continually investing in cutting-edge technology,
which allows them to respond quickly to the market, is an
unquestionable asset," emphasizes Luis Onofre. "The investments
we have underway, within the scope of the RRP, in the order of €100
million, follow this line of reasoning," he explained.

Internationally, Chinese exports fell 8.3% through May. It should be
noted that China accounts for over 50% of global footwear
production. Only Turkey is worse off, having declined 14.6% at the
beginning of 2025. Indonesia and Vietnam, two other key players,
appear to be taking advantage of the international situation,
increasing their foreign sales by 14.3% and 12.9%, respectively.

The President of APICCAPS notes that "in addition to the two
international war scenarios, growing geopolitical tension is a major
concern." Furthermore, "the business world is on tenterhooks, at
least until August 1st, to understand the consequences of a new tariff
positioning." For this reason, "although the American market is a
major priority for Portuguese footwear, we are also investing in other
geographies," admitted Luís Onofre.

Portuguese footwear heads to Korea

For a sector that exports over 90% of its production, conquering new
markets with high growth potential has long been a strategic priority.
Exports from outside the EU currently represent 19% of the total
footwear sector, more than double the figure recorded a decade
earlier. South Korea is proving to be one such example worthy of
exploration. Therefore, from July 15th to 17th, 11 Portuguese
companies will participate in the Portuguese Shoes Showcase in
Seoul, an initiative by APICCAPS, in partnership with AICEP, and
with the support of the COMPETE 2030 program.
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the strong performance of international trade shows supported by the
Association in the first half of the year, as well as the growing
demand in the U.S. market for alternatives to Asian footwear amid
the ongoing trade war between the United States and China. “The
growth in exports was driven by the United States and also by
Colombia, which accounted for nearly 18% of all shipments in June,”
he noted.

Destinations

The United States, the main destination for Brazilian footwear
abroad, imported 1 million pairs of shoes from Brazil in June,
generating US$20.76 million in revenue-an increase of 39.4% in
volume and 25.4% in value compared to the same month last year.
In the year-to-date results, exports to the U.S. totaled 5.8 million
pairs and US$111.8 million, up 13.5% in volume and 7.2% in value
over the first half of 2024.

Ranking second among destinations for Brazilian footwear,
Argentina imported 665,000 pairs in June, generating US$10 million
in revenue. Colombia stood out in June, rising to third place among
the top destinations for Brazilian footwear abroad. That month, the
country imported 1.23 million pairs of Brazilian shoes, generating
US$4.34 million in revenue

States

Rio Grande do Sul remains the leading footwear exporting state in
Brazil, accounting for nearly 47% of the country’s total export
revenue. In the first half of the year, the state shipped 15.96 million
pairs abroad, generating US$232.7 million. This represents a 4.4%
increase in volume and a 0.9% decrease in revenue compared to the
same period in 2024.

Following Rio Grande do Sul among the top exporting states in the
first half of the year are Ceará, with 17.46 million pairs shipped and
US$104.28 million in revenue-up 14.2% in volume and 0.9% in value
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Vietnam Registers Double Digit Growth in
the first half of the year

Vietnam's National Statistics Office reports that during the first half of
2025, the country's leather and footwear industry had a more than
10% increase in exports. Handbags and associated goods brought in
around $2.2 billion, up 11.6%, while footwear exports totaled over
$12 billion, up 10.1%.

With 1.4 billion pairs produced annually, Vietnam ranks third in the
world for leather and footwear production, behind China and India.
With an annual shipment of 1.3 billion pairs worldwide, it ranks as the
second-largest exporter. In addition to a low-cost worker force that
makes between $181 and $200 per month on average, the business
also benefits from 16 free trade agreements with important markets.

The industry produced $26 billion in 2024, a 10% increase over the
year before, despite labor disputes, rising material costs, and pricing
challenges. By 2025, the industry hopes to increase by 10% and
export $29 billion.

To achieve this ambitious target, companies are accelerating the
shift towards green and circular production models, enhancing
environmental sustainability, and increasing the localisation rate of
raw materials to meet increasingly stringent standards in key
markets such as the EU and the United States.

Vietnamese footwear and handbags are exported primarily to core
markets including the US, the EU, South Korea, China, and the UK.
Among them, the US remains the largest importer, with 2024 export
turnover reaching nearly $8.3 billion, a remarkable 15.6 % increase.
Over the years, Vietnamese footwear has been subject to a 10%
export tax when entering the US market. The US presence in
Vietnam’s footwear manufacturing sector is notable, with many
American brands operating production facilities in the country.

(Source: Leatherinsiders)
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A 50% US Tariff Could Threaten The Boom
In Footwear Exports

Earlier this month, the Brazilian Footwear Industry Association
(Abicalçados) celebrated the 24.5% growth in exports in June,
compared to the same month last year.

The United States, the main destination for Brazilian exports in the
sector, was precisely the country that drove the increase, with growth
of almost 40% in the same comparison. With the letter sent by
Trump to President Lula, in which he announces a 50% tariff on all
Brazilian products exported to the United States, Abicalçados reports
surprise and concern.

Abicalçados CEO Haroldo Ferreira highlights the industry's concern
about the announced tariff. "In the first half of the year, we were
gradually recovering market share in the United States, despite all
the instability. President Trump's announcement, with new tariffs
starting August 1st, is a huge blow to the Brazilian footwear sector,"
he laments. Ferreira also emphasizes that "the United States,
generally speaking, has a trade deficit, but with Brazil it has a
surplus, which does not justify the measure."

The main destination for Brazilian footwear abroad, the United
States, received 1 million pairs of Brazilian footwear in June, for
which US$20.76 million was paid, representing growth in both
volume (+39.4%) and revenue (+25.4%) compared to the same
month last year. In the first half of the year, exports to the United
States totaled 5.8 million pairs and US$111.8 million, increases of
13.5% and 7.2%, respectively, compared to the same period in 2024.

(Source: Leatherinsiders)
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footwear production, the fourth largest in the world and the largest in
the Western Hemisphere. “Brazil is a major global showcase for
footwear with design, innovation, and sustainability. BFSHOW, which
featured companies responsible for more than 70% of national
production, was a clear demonstration of this. Buyers, in addition to
coming in large numbers, also closed deals,” Ferreira commented,
adding that the “barometer” presented at the tradeshow offers
optimism for the sector, which is expected to grow by more than 2%
in 2025, reaching a production of over 940 million pairs of shoes.

The biggest tradeshow in Latin America

All the exhibitors expressed their satisfaction with the turnout
of targeted visitors and buyers. They said the contacts were
very qualified and fruitful.

“The event presented an important variety of 'finds' - leather shoes
from smaller, more exclusive brands. We left here with all the
purchases for our second semester,” the exhibitors said.

The next edition of BFSHOW

The next edition of BFSHOW will take place from November 10 to 12
at the Anhembi District in São Paulo/Brazil. The May 2026 edition
will be held from May 18 to 20, at the same location.

Please visit our website:

www.indianleathermagazine.com
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✓ International Networking Opportunities : Exhibitors come
from a variety of countries, including Bangladesh, South Africa,
Tunisia, India, Pakistan, Lebanon, and China, offering valuable
opportunities for collaboration and access to new markets

✓ Part of Texworld Apparel Sourcing Paris : Leatherworld is the
only section entirely dedicated to leather sourcing within
Texworld Apparel Sourcing Paris-an essential event that gathers
over 1,200 fashion industry manufacturers and serves as a
major buying and trend-spotting platform for European buyers.

✓ Specialized Visitor Routes : The show features specific routes
like the “small quantity itinerary,” aimed at designers and capsule
collections, making it easier for exhibitors to connect with
targeted buyers

For more details : Email: info@events.messefraankfurtindia.in
www.messefrankfurt.com

Euro Shoes Premiere
Collection 2025 (27-30

August 2025)

Euro Shoes Premiere Collection, International Footwear Exhibition,
the Bi-Annual trade event, dedicated to the apparel and clothing,
fashion and beauty sectors, organised by Euroshoes Moscow will
take place at the Expocentre in Moscow, Russia from 27-30 August,
2025.

The event provides a platform for industry professionals, showcasing
the latest trends and innovations in footwear and fashion accessories
and also, for brands to present their offerings to a diverse audience
Around 150 exhibitors are expected to welcome over 15,000  trade
visitors from across the world.

For more information: euroshoes@euroshoes-moscow.com
https://euroshoes.moscow





July 2025 68

4. What Is a Center of Excellence ( CoE ) ? 4

At some point in time, most companies find it beneficial to develop a Center of
Excellence (CoE). The priorities of a CoE span several areas, with different
sponsors, and are expected to change over time. Nonetheless, the fundamental
principles of the CoE group should be clear and consistent, as these are critical
to the CoE’s continuous success and evolution.

A Center of Excellence is a (typically small) team of dedicated individuals
managed from a common central point, separate from the functional areas that
it supports within a practice or organization. Sometimes referred to as a
competency or capability center, the CoE is often the team leading the way in
exploring and adopting new technology tools, techniques, or practices.

This group operates across areas within the practice or organization, with a
focus on: Providing thought leadership and direction, Establishing and
promoting best practices, Research and development, to provide appropriate
recommendations, Support and education, Performing other similar functions in
specific focus areas considered critical to the success of the overall organization
or practice that the CoE supports.

4. 1 Keys to a Successful Center of Excellence

Keys to a Successful Center of Excellence Table – 4 A

As a key to success, every Center of Excellence should have a set of clearly
and concisely defined guiding principles that will provide its direction and focus.
We suggest these five areas as a startingpoint for establishing and successfully

evolving a CoE:

1. Standardization2. Leveraging assets3. Measuring performance

4. Guidance and governance5. Balance and subject matter experts

Specific approaches to implementing a Center of Excellence will vary based
upon each organization’s needs, industry, resources, and level of maturity within
their technical or functional space.

Reference : 4. & Table – 4 A. Five Guiding Principles of a Successful Center of
Excellence Perficient, PERFICIENT. COM/INSIGHTS
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Application and Fashion Centres – TFL Table – 5 A

physical testing room, the showroom and the conference room; and the first
floor hosts the offices of our technical/commercial team.

TFL Application Centre India

The Application Centre India (ACI) has been established in the TFL Quinn India
plant in Ranipet, Tamilnadu. The centre is well equipped with modern machinery

in both Wet-end and Finishing. Technical workshops are conducted in the
Application centre for TFL technicians as well as for the customers regarding

technical novelties in all production processes.

Reference : Table – 5 A. Application and Fashion Centres TFLwww. tfl. com

6. Smart Science to improve lives – Croda Table – 6 A

Reference : Table - 6 A. Smart science to improve lives. Croda International Plc.
Sustainability Report 2020.
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In first-party certification, an individual or organization providing the good or
service offers assurance that it meets certain claims. In second-party
certification, an association to which the individual or organization belongs
provides the assurance. Third-party certification involves an independent
assessment declaring that specified requirements pertaining to a product,
person, process, or management system have been met.

In this respect, a Notified Body is a third-party, accredited body which is entitled
by an accreditation body. Upon definition of standards and regulations, the
accreditation body may allow a Notified body to provide third-party certification
and testing services. All that ensures and assesses compliance to the
previously-defined codes but also to provide an official certification mark or a
declaration of conformity. 7

9. What is ISO?9

The International Organization for Standardization is a worldwide autonomous
body for setting various global standards for quality management. It comprises
of representative standardization organizations from various nations.
Established in 1947, the ISO frames and promotes worldwide industrial and
commercial standards.

9. 1 Broad Categories of ISO Certification Standards 9

Broad Categories of ISO Certification Standards -Table 9 A

ISO 9001 ensure company product & services meets customer expectations
and enhance customer satisfaction. ISO 9001 certification (for Quality) This is

the basis for most management systems. Consequently, its main benefits have
been identified with the general benefits referred to earlier. It’ll also help you

continually assess and improve what you do and result in fewer returned
products and complaints about your services.

The ISO 9000 family of quality management systems (QMS) is a set of
standards that helps organizations ensure they meet customer and other

stakeholder needs within statutory and regulatory requirements related to a
product or service. [1] ISO 9000 deals with the fundamentals of QMS, [2]

including the seven quality management principles that underlie the family of
standards. [2][3][4] ISO 9001 deals with the requirements that organizations

wishing to meet the standard must fulfil. [5]
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Reference : 9 & Table - 9A. About ISO Certification- start up, start-up India,
comodo secure, DutchUncle Tech Solutions Private Limited

10. Relevant certification and audit bodies active in the leather industry 10

Relevant certification and audit bodies active in the leather industry Table
– 10 A

Leather Working Group
The objective of this multi-stakeholder group is to develop and maintain a

protocol
that assesses the environmental compliance and performance capabilities of

leather manufacturers and promotes sustainable and appropriate environmental
business practices within the leather industry.

ICEC - Institute of Quality Certification for the Leather Sector
The Code of Conduct and Social Accountability, a tool provided by UNIC Italy, is
a basic instrument to widespread the principles regulating business activity. In
this document the principles of conduct and social accountability characterizing

the leather manufacturers are officially defined.

Brazilian Leather Certification of Sustainability (CSCB)
Brazilian Sustainability certification standard that applies the tripod of

sustainability concept in which a tanning industry's results are considered in
economic, environmental, and social terms.

Zero Discharge of Hazardous Chemicals (ZDHC)
By managing chemical inputs, ZDHC wants to ensure safer products, cleaner

water and fresher air. The initiative focusses on leather and other materials and
maintains a Manufacturing Restricted Substance List (MRSL) and Waste Water
Guidelines. Chemicals can be approved according to different conformance and

are published on the ZHDC Chemical Gateway

LEATHER STANDARD by OEKO-TEX®
LEATHER STANDARD by OEKO-TEX® is an internationally standardised

testing and certification system for leather and leather goods at all production
levels, including accessory materials. The certification supports companies
along the supply chain with the implementation of high human-ecological

product safety.
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11. Benefits of Standards 11

Benefits of Standards Table -11 A

For businesses, the widespread adoption of International Standards means
that suppliers can develop and offer products and services meeting

specifications that have wide international acceptance in their sectors.
Therefore, businesses using International Standards can compete on many

more markets around the world.

For innovators of new technologies, International Standards on aspects like
terminology, compatibility and safety speed up the dissemination of innovations

and their development into manufacturable and marketable products.

For customers, the worldwide compatibility of technology which is achieved
when products and services are based on International Standards gives them

a broad choice of offers. They also benefit from the effects of
competition among suppliers.

For governments, International Standards provide the technological and
scientific bases underpinning health, safety and environmental legislation.

For trade officials, International Standards create guideline for all competitors
in the markets. The existence of divergent national or regional standards can
create technical barriers to trade. International Standards are the technical

means by which political trade agreements can be put into practice.

For developing countries, International Standards that represent an
international consensus on the state of the art are an important source

of technological know-how. By defining the characteristics that products and
services will be expected to meet on export markets, International Standards

give developing countries a basis for making the right decisions when investing
their scarce resources and thus avoid squandering them.

Reference : 11. & Table 11 A. Standardization – COE Approach. DKTE, Center
of Excellence in Nonwovens, Prof. Dr. A. I. Wasif
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13. Colourtex - Certifications & Memberships13

Colourtex is the largest dyestuff company in the Indian subcontinent,
manufacturing various classes of dyestuffs including Leather Dyes & Auxiliaries.

Colourtex - Certifications & Memberships Table - 13 A

 ISO-9001:2015, ISO 14001:2015 and ISO 45001:2018 certified
management system.

 Member of Ecological and Toxicological Association of Dyestuff
Manufacturers (ETAD)

 Products are GOTS approved, Oekotex compliant.
 bluesign system partner.

 A Responsible Care company.

 IMO- Approved dyestuffs and textile auxiliaries for the global
organic textile standard

 A technical associate of the BLC
 Member of The Leather working group

 Commitment to the Zero Discharge of Hazardous Chemicals Restricted
Substance List

 ECO BOOKLET - Eco friendly Dyes from Colourtex and related topics
on ecology in textile and leather

 Provides Material Safety Data sheets

Reference : 13 &Table - 13 A https//Colourtex. co. in/sustainability

14. Certifications of Quimser- Leather Auxiliaries Manufacturer Figure-14 A

Reference : Figure -14 A. Quimser, Spain www. Quimser. com
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Industry Associations - Smit & Zoon Table -15 B

Industry Associations

MVO Nederland, Leather Working Group, Leather Naturally, ZDHC, Textile
Exchange, TEGEWA,

UNPAC, Federchimica, CLE

Smit & Zoon takes an active role in the Supplier Subgroup and in the Tannery of
the Future Subgroup

- Leather Naturally is an industry member association that focuses on education
and the promotion of leather.

- Smit & Zoon is a financial contributor of the association and the METCHA
Leather marketing campaign and provides the Chair

- ZDHC’s mission is to protect the planet by reducing the industry’s chemical
footprint. Smit & Zoon takes an active role in different Task Teams and will have

all its products and production facilities in accordance with the highest
conformance levels

- Textile Exchange’s mission is to advance responsibility and continuous
improvement in the

global Leather value chain through leadership, science, and inclusive multi-
stakeholder

engagement and collaboration.

Smit & Zoon supports the development of the Leather Impact Accelerator

- TEGEWA, UNPAC, FEDERCHIMICA, are industry associations for chemical
companies focussing on the Leather industry

- CLE India: focussing on export promotion activities and development of the
Indian Leather industry

Reference : Table -15 B. SmitZoon-CSR-Report-2020-DEF
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17. Archroma – Certifications Figure – 17 A

Reference : Figure – 17 A. Sustainability report Fiscal year 2020.
THE ARCHROMA WAY TO A SUSTAINABLE WORLD. ARCHROMA.
www. archroma. com

(To be Contd.)



83July - 2025



July - 2025
84


	11 Contents_July 2025
	12-13 Editorial A Landmark FTA 2p
	15-17 Dr Buddhadeb - 3p
	18-20 Vasan Sai Article - 3p
	21-22 News Digest
	24-26 UITIC 3p
	35-36 A Star Disappears
	37-46 Dr N K Chandrababu - 10p
	47-48 SGS News 2p
	49 ROMANS cad 1p
	50 ECHA _2_ 1p
	51-53 Cotance EU Green Week 3p
	54 Prime Asia Report 1p
	55-59 Brazilian footwear exports 5p
	60 leatherinsiders vietnam 1p
	61 LI vietnam 1p
	62 Leatherinsidrs Brazil 1p
	63-64 BF SHow Report 2p
	65-66 Paris Leather Fair 2p
	67-82 Cond Part2 999-$$$-2-Leather Auxiliaries - A Review - Part-II 16p

