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US Tariff Crisis Editorial

The announcement of the US President, Donald Trump, on 27th

August, 2025, on the additional tariff of 25% on Indian goods,
thereby hiking the total import tariff to 50%, came as a rude shock to
the Indian leather exporters. While Bangladesh, through
negotiations, managed to reduce US retaliatory tariff on its goods to
20%, India and China, still face higher tariffs-50% and 30%
respectively.

This move really threatens the industry, which is heavily reliant on
exports of its business. According to some exporters, US buyers are
demanding discounts of up to 20% on the existing orders, which they
feel, not workable. Many US brands have put their new orders on
hold. Some exporters, it is reported, were offering discounts to
prevent US consumers from changing over to other suppliers, from
countries like, Bangladesh, Vietnam, Pakistan etc.

The Regional Chairman (Central) of Council for Leather Exports
(CLE), Mr Asad Kamal Iraqi, has said that India is a huge country
with strong manufacturing hub, and to overcome the present crisis,
we have to  concentrate more on domestic market, There is only
20% consumption of leather products in the country and the rest of
the business is completely with overseas countries.

The CLE had held several meetings with the Ministry of Commerce &
Industry on this issue.  He said with the support of the government,
CLE would be organising trade delegations to visit Russia, which has
a huge market, and the unexplored African Markets for  trade
opportunities and also planning to conduct Buyers-Sellers Meet
(BSMs) in UAE which is the main business hub of the USA. One
hopes the impact of the tariffs would largely be temporary as India
would explore alternative markets and strengthen domestic
competitiveness. The industry would soon come out of the tariff
crisis with the strong support of the government.
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At ACLE, one can find the whole supply chain for making leather,
footwear, garments, leather goods and all types of accessories on
display. Add to this components, shoe-making machinery, and the
latest developments in chemical product applications are also
showcased. Hence, ACLE becomes a one-stop sourcing venue for
the entire leather sector.

The event provides ample opportunities to navigate global sourcing
trends and connect with top suppliers ALCE is strategically
positioned to draw a prestigious selection of buyers, including
tanners, buying offices of fashion groups, footwear manufacturers
and brands, automotive & furniture manufacturers, thereby
establishing a dynamic platform for the industry collaboration.

The last two events held in 2023 and 2024 attracted record numbers
of buyers – 28,300 and 31,300 respectively, most of whom came
from the main manufacturing provinces of Mainland China.

Chinese Leather Industry

In its latest report on the tanning industry, the China Leather Industry
Association (CLIA) has stated that the imports of raw hides and skins
are on a growth trend. With raw leather prices hitting at historic lows
due to a massive oversupply of hides, China is taking full advantage
of purchasing raw materials at rock-bottom prices. In 2024, 1.49
million tons of raw hides and skins were imported, registering an
increase of 5.7% valued at US$ 1.34 billion. In 2024, China has
imported 6,18,000 tons of finished leather in quantity, valued at US $
1.03 billion. So, according to CLIA’s data, in 2024, China has
imported 2,108 million tons of raw hides and semi finished leather,
valued at US$ 2.37 billion in total.

The US has traditionally been a key supplier of leather materials-
including raw hides, wet salted, and semi-finished leather to Chinese
tanneries. However, recent tariff developments have affected the
competitiveness of these exports. As a result, Chinese tanneries
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Royal Smit & Zoon will be present at the ACLE

Royal Smit & Zoon will be present at the ACLE in booth C1-E21.
The exhibition in Shanghai brings all of the steps involved in leather
production together, from the sourcing of hides, to tanning and
finishing. We would like to welcome you in our booth, showcasing
our Zeology leather, with a colorful display to tickle all of
your senses.

Zeology leather. Leather reinvented.

At ACLE, visitors can discover Zeology leather. At the booth, we
demonstrate that Zeology leather offers all the best characteristics of
leather, while at the same time being completely compostable. This
makes Zeology leather a complete reinvention of leather, perfectly
suitable for application in footwear, leather goods and automotive.

Zeology leather is tanned with zeolite, an element naturally present
in the Earth’s crust, and processed sustainably. Meaning you could
even put your leather item into the soil, once you are done using it.
The grade A compost that will remain after decomposing, even
promotes plant growth!

Join Stahl at ACLE 2025 in Shanghai!

We are excited to announce our participation in the All China Leather
Exhibition (ACLE) 2025.

Visit us at Stand E2-D11.

Under the theme "Innovating Together for a sustainable future",
Stahl will showcase our latest innovations in leather finishing and
performance coatings.

With a focus on:  Fashion  Luxury  Automotive interiors

Discover how our cutting-edge products and solutions are driving
sustainability and performance in the coatings industry. Let’s shape
the future - together. We look forward to connecting with you at
ACLE 2025!

More info: https://okt.to/W6A1xr.
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Ful�lling�our
Needs�With�our
High�Quality

Lunatan PS2Lunatan PS2

Lunatan PTSLunatan PTS

Lunatan SLunatan S

Lunatan PS2

Lunatan PTS

Lunatan S

Lunatan CXLunatan CX

Lunatan ART LiquidLunatan ART Liquid

Lunatan NSPLunatan NSP

Lunatan CX

Lunatan ART Liquid

Lunatan NSP

Our Pretanning and Tanning Syntans are free ofOur Pretanning and Tanning Syntans are free of

 BISPHENOL A, BISPHENOL F, BISPHENOL S, BISPHENOL AF,  BISPHENOL A, BISPHENOL F, BISPHENOL S, BISPHENOL AF, 

Our Pretanning and Tanning Syntans are free of

 BISPHENOL A, BISPHENOL F, BISPHENOL S, BISPHENOL AF, 
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